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2. 



The MAILING DA TE f this communlcaUon appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address 

Thor5£^'-)'Ji'-^° i° ^^X^ 2°°^- ""^"-^ P^CE "TH'S APPLICATION IN CONDITION FOR ALLOWANCE 
Therefore further action by the applicant is required to avoid abandonment of this application A proper r^prto a 
final rejec ion under 37 CFR 1.113 may onb; be either: (1) a timely filed amendment which places the SpSion in 

PERIOD FOR REPI Y [check either a) or b)] 

a) ^ The period for reply expires 3.nionths from the mailing date of the final rejection. 

I!;ii*r^'°"*'''^^^^K^^?"-'^''^^'"^'''"3''^'®°'^^^ whichever is later In 

nM? V rV.^^'lIf tL^'o'^L^^^^ '^P'y ^'^'^^ "^3" SIX IVIONTHS from the mailing date of the final rje™ 

?06 oyff) ™^ ""^^ ''''^ ™^ FINAL ReSk)? See MPEP 

^ t^J^^^ °^ ^^^^^ ""^^ °" • Appellant's Brief must be filed within the period set forth in 

37 CFR 1.192(a), or any extension thereof (37 CFR 1.191(d)). to avoid dismissal of the appeal. 
3 The proposed amendment(s) will not be entered because: 

(a) 13 they raise new issues that would require further consideration and/or search (see NOTE below); 

(b) □ they raise the issue of new matter (see Note below); 

(c) m they are not deemed to place the application in better form for appeal by materially reducing or simplifying the 

issues Tor appeal; and/or ^ 

(d) □ they present additional clainns without canceling a corresponding number of finally rejected claims. 
NOTE: See Continuation Sheet 

3.n Applicant's reply has overcome the following rejection(s): . 

'c^X t'el"^^^^^^^^^ — " ^ «-ly filed amendment 

'•^.^ppiSr^^^^^^ 

6.n The affidavit or exhibit will NOT be considered because it is not directed SOLELY to issues which were newlv 
raised by the Examiner in the final rejection. ^ 

For purposes of Appeal, the proposed amendment(s) a)|SI will not be entered or b)^ will be entered and an 
explanation of how the new or amended claims would be rejected is provided below or appended. 
The status of the claim(s) is (or will be) as follows: 

Claim(s) allowed: . 

Claim(s) objected to: . 

Claim(s) rejected: 1-14 and 17-20 . 
Claim(s) withdrawn from consideration: 



7. 



8. n The proposed drawing correction filed on isa)^ approved or b)^ disapproved by the Examiner. 

9. n Note the attached Informafion Disclosure Statement(s)( PTO-1449) Paper No(s). 

10. ^ Other: See Continuation Hht^t^f 



U.S. Patent and Tiademark Office 
PTOL-303 (Rev. 04-01) 



Advis ly Action 



Part of Paper No. 11 



C ntini/&tion Sheet (PTOL-303) . .. 

» Apphcati n No. 009/871,887 

Continuation of 2. NOTE: 

Claim 12 is not a correct copy of the originally presented claim, filed on March 4. 2003. The changes raise the new issue of thP 

14 and 17-20 do not comply with the Final Rule 37 CFR 1.121. effective July 30. 2003 where the status indicator must be (orex^ouslv 
presented) not (previously added). More infoijnation on the Rule can be found at maicaior must oe (previously 

http://www.uspto.gov/web/offices/pac/dapp/opia/preognotice/moreinfoamdtprac.htm and in the Federal Register (68 Fed Reg 3861 1). 



Continuation of 10. Other: 



Applicant argues on page 7 that while the Dettling reference discloses a method of sealing a bipolar assembly it does not 
disclose he claimed method of sealing a bipolar assembly. The Dettling reference was cited to sh?w ifisYnown fn the a^trboS?^ 
seal bipolar graphite matenals together where it is recognized the importance of a good seal between the material laveri t 

' » *° P^°^'d« P^rts w?h interlocking Snf^Sstn S to icurfa ttaht 
th.t Z^ii . ®" ^l^^T^^- ^^-^ ^«fe^«"<=es Chi and van Ommering were further cited to show particular examples ir?S^ L ?a 
that show the known method of providing parts with interlocking configurations in order to secure a tight seal or SbXen the pSls 

fnunrt in tt^^rt^nl^l^^h^ k" ^^^®7 secondary references are only cited as examples of different sealing or bonding disclosures 

nnrl nf tho J' ^^^'^h conf'st of the protrusion/recess bonding means discloses and claimed. Applicant is incon-ect in stetina that 
thp hinlSr ^o?'®"'^' M °^ protrusion/recess bonding means discloses and claimed. The claiL regSreTaTon^c^ mronfnfof 
?nH rL^. ^^It ^^^T^^y ^"'^ ^ ^^"'"d component of the bipolar plate has a recess comptemente^ to the oX^^ 

SiPl rpnTPn^/?'""°"w Chi and van Ommering DO disclose protrusion and recesfXnTfor bondii^g pKn^ 

fuel cell art in order to provide a stronger seal between the plates (Chi: column 3. lines 43-47; van Ommering: c^rn^e Ses 29 50) 

knn«,n ict^""^"* ^".^f ^"^"f on pagos 7-8 that It is not proper to rely on what is well known in the art when what is asserted to be we 
Sr«? h ^ cntical aspect of he rejected claims. Applicant further states that nothing in the cited referlnc^ no? in the fuel art 
discloses a bipolar graphite article fomied from graphite sheets one with a protrusion, the other with a recesS assemhiSS 
protrusion m he recess. Applicant is incorrect in stating that the Examiner relied on whltTweS^known h f^^^^^^^ for Xt fs a kev or 
cntical aspect of the c aim. The Examiner did not state that it was well known in the art to use proZsTons and Sesses Jn the backsides 

fS:S a? °' ' ^"^ ^ — P'^t- bfnde^i totaS:"«:e?Snd^^^^^ a^re paSllriy in the 

««prtoHt!'hl?^"l.f^"^^ °" P^H® ^ '* appropriate to take notice of facts without citation of a prior art reference where the facts 
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